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On Saturday, April 22nd, we went to Miyajima for a guided tour in English, which | led with
the support of Mr. Tamura. Although the tour began slightly behind schedule and | was quite
nervous, the cool air and light rain created a calm and refreshing atmosphere. We followed
the usual route from the ferry terminal where we noticed that the 3D model of the island,
previously located near the slope, had been removed. At one point, | was asked how many
football fields the island was—an amusing moment, as I've never watched American football
and had no idea how to respond. The main commentary was conducted in English, but since
the boys could also speak Japanese, conversations shifted between both languages. We
walked along the beach toward the Ootorii, enjoying the quiet, peaceful stretch of sand. After
pausing to admire the gate, we continued on to Itsukushima Shrine, where the rain lent the
buildings a soft, atmospheric sheen. Our final stop was Senjokaku Shrine, where we

: explained the structure’s unfinished design and the use of gold in its construction.(Hana.F)

During a recent Rotary trip, | had the chance to visit the beautiful island of Miyajima and explore the
famous Itsukushima Shrine. We were warmly guided by Hana, an American-Japanese girl, and a kind
local named Mr. Tamura. The iconic floating torii gate and serene temple grounds left a strong
impression on me. Walking through the peaceful paths and taking in the natural beauty of the island
was unforgettable. It was a unique blend of history, culture, and nature. I'm truly grateful to Rotary and

our wonderful guides for making this meaningful experience possible during my exchange in Japan.

Recently, we visited Hiroshima and Miyajima Island, famous for its stunning shrine, which appeared
to float on the water. When we arrived, we were warmly welcomed by our tour guides and friends,
Hana and Mr.Tamura. The beauty of the shrine was breathtaking. We learned that this island is
believed to be where God lives. As a World Heritage site, it showcases traditional Shinto architecture

and harmony with nature. The shrine's design, cultural traditions, and performances like bugaku

reflect the elegance of the Heian period and Japan’s deep spiritual history. Thank you so much for
the experience, it won't be forgotten. :
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